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authority upon the constitutional law of the nations of the
Continent as well as upon that of England. He had, in the
last Parliament, argued stronglyl that the right of imposing,
without the consent of the three estates, was not allowed by
the law in any European monarchy. He was now instructed
to enforce this argument upon the Lords. Such a theory was
entirely irrelevant to the question at issue, and it involved a
long discussion upon the principles upon which foreign con-
stitutions were founded, to which the Lords could hardly be
expected to have the patience to listen. Wotton
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Wotton and saw his opportunity. He knew very well that, as
a matter of fact, foreign Sovereigns did succeed in
obtaining money which had not been voted by their estates,
and he was not inclined to inquire too closely into the methods
by which this power had been acquired. He accordingly,
after expressing a hope that Owen would look well to the
ground upon which he was treading, asserted his own belief
that the power of imposing belonged to hereditary but not to
elective monarchs. He was supported by Winwood, who after
declaring that he had no wish to maintain the right of im-
posing, added that his opinion was that the foreign princes in
question imposed in right of their prerogative. Owen, he said,
had made several assertions, but had proved absolutely nothing.

It was high time to draw back from the ground which
Owen had so inconsiderately taken up. Sir Dudley Digges
Reply of accordingly put the matter upon its right footing.
Digges, ^phe ground upon which the House rested its claim,
he said, was that which Englishmen had received from their
ancestors:2 Nolumus leges Anglicz mutare. All else was
merely illustrative of the main argument, and was used as an
answer to those who urged the King to imitate the Kings .of
France and Spain, if he wished it to be thought that he was
not inferior to those monarchs.

Still there was something more to be said. The contrast,
which had been insisted upon so strongly between the elective

1  Pwl. Deb. in 1610, 112.

2  " That the first ground that we have received from our neighbours,
Nolumus? &c. should evidently be 'from our ancestors,' C, J. i. 493.